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Brooklyn Public Schools COVID-19 Update, March 11, 2020 

State level information will be posted to https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus 
Northeast District Department of Health information Coronavirus Disease 2019 

(COVID-19) 
 
Dear Parents and Staff; 
This letter is to update you on the quickly changing COVID-19 situation.  I will continue to 
update you as I have information that is relevant to Brooklyn.  I would encourage you to 
continue to follow safety precautions and practice good hygiene skills.  I have and will continue 
to participate in any conference calls or information shared at the State or local levels.  One of 
my roles as superintendent is to ensure that we keep students safe, this is part of that job! 
While not many children have been diagnosed with COVID-19 they can be carriers.  The goal of 
the state is to slow down the spread.  We are part of the plan.  

State Guidance and Brooklyn’s Response: 
Avoid events that draw 100+ people.  

1. Parent conferences will be canceled.  After receiving your child’s interim report please 
contact your child’s teacher by email if you would like to schedule a 10 minute phone 
conference.  Conferences will be completed between now and the early conference 
days.  I do not think our phone system will handle all teachers making conference calls 
at the same time. 

2. Recommendation to live stream events: This was suggested for events that would 
typically draw large crowds.  This could be used for Spring sports parent information 
night.  It could be an option for the play.  The drama club performance will be 
postponed and rescheduled for live streaming or regular performance depending 
on the progression of the virus.  The school dance on 4/3 will be canceled.  Safety 
precautions and good hygiene include keeping distance with people.  Dances and 
performances promote being in close proximity to other people.  We will avoid that. 

Field Trips Canceled:  
3. At this time all trips in March and April are canceled.  We are looking at trips 

scheduled in May and June.  We are looking at the ability to get deposits back if we 
collect funds.  We will hold off on decisions for May and June trips, including the 8th 
grade trip to DC.  We anticipate canceling if the virus continues to spread.  We have not 
paid any deposits yet so families would receive a full refund. 

Brooklyn Community Events:  
4. Community event decisions will be shared as we know them.these decisions will be 

made by someone other than me.  They include the Parks and Recreation events and 
PTO events.  Stay tuned for communications from them. 

Cleaning and Disinfection: 
5. Green Cleaning Products: This regulation has been waived.  We can use disinfecting 

products that are "not" green during this time.  Custodial staff will engage in additional 
disinfecting.  

Mission: The Brooklyn Schools will foster a drive for learning within each student to reach his/her 

greatest potential. To achieve this mission, the school will continually improve its educational programs 

and services to meet this community's expectations for a quality education for all. 

mailto:buell@brooklynschools.org
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus
https://www.nddh.org/services/emergency-preparedness/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/
https://www.nddh.org/services/emergency-preparedness/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/


 

 

The Brooklyn Schools 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Cafeteria staff will enter student pin numbers to reduce touching surfaces by 
many fingers. 

7. Wellness Fair and Book Fair Cancelled.  In an attempt to reduce germs (from people, 
books that are handled in multiple schools and money that would be used to purchase 
books) we have cancelled these events.  We are sorry for any inconvienence.  We are 
making decisions we believe are best for our school community. 

8. Spring Sports: We have not made a decision about these.  Tryouts begin 3/30, 3/31. 
We will have more information for you soon.  Stay tuned! 

Distance Learning:  
9. Brooklyn teachers are planning two weeks of units for students to take home in 

the event of a prolonged school closure.  While we have chromebooks at the middle 
school, we want to ensure that all students have equitable access to learning.  We will 
be sending home assignments with students.  We will apply for a waiver from the State 
Department of Education to allow us to substitute distance learning for school days.  If 
this is not approved and we have to close down schools, we will need to make up 
the missed days during the April vacation or the end of June.  Please stay tuned for 
more information on this.  If you have a vacation planned, and still plan to go on 
vacation, this will not be held against you.  You will be marked as absent, but no 
attendance letters will go home for a while during this situation.  

Food Services:  
    10.   Meals during a prolonged closure will be made available to families if it is deemed 
           safe to do so.  Please plan ahead if possible and assist other families if you are  
           able to.  
Health Services: 
    11.   Please stay home or keep your child home showing signs of illness.  We have staff  
           and students who have preexisting conditions and we do not want to unknowingly put  
           someone at risk.  Be safe!  If you are called to pick up a sick child, you may be asked to  
           wait outside while we bring the child to you.  We will handle this case by case. 
 

-----This is subject to change depending on how this unfolds in CT---- 
 

In closing, please continue to use precautions previously discussed.  Assume that you could 
come in contact with the virus anywhere so wash hands, cover coughs/sneezes, avoid contact 
with people who are sick, stay home if you are sick, call the doctor if you have symptoms that 
you are concerned about.  Thank you for your continued efforts to keep the Brooklyn Public 
Schools healthy!  Together we will be more capable of keeping our students and families safe. 
There are many resources online that discuss common sense guidance as well as information 
about why closures help to reduce the spread of the virus.  I will not share them all as I am 
unsure of the validity of all sources.  I would direct to the websites at the top of the page. 
 
Stay tuned for future updates as needed.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patricia L. Buell  

Mission: The Brooklyn Schools will foster a drive for learning within each student to reach his/her 

greatest potential. To achieve this mission, the school will continually improve its educational programs 

and services to meet this community's expectations for a quality education for all. 


